
Geography

What will you learn?

Geography is about the complex and ever 
changing relationship between people and  
their world. The AQA A-level curriculum is wide 
ranging, providing options to study physical 
topics such as coasts and tectonic hazards; as  
well as topical human geography including global 
systems and governance, and changing places.

A-level geography also provides the opportunity 
to learn a variety of valuable skills – analysing and 
using data, writing reports, using statistics to test 
a hypothesis, presenting and selling ideas, and 
working collaboratively in groups; all that are 
highly relevant in the 21st century workplace.

Students have the opportunity to choose  
their own hypotheses and topic for their 
non-examined assessment worth 20% of  
the final mark.

What do students say?
“I really enjoyed tectonics and I also liked how geography 
complemented my other subjects.”

“Taking geography has enabled me to show that science 
isn’t my only area of strength.” 

“The essay writing really helped my other subjects by 
finding a way of incorporating case studies effectively.”

Fieldwork, expeditions and more...

Fieldwork and visits are central to the study of 
geography throughout the school. There are three 
main trips and fieldwork excursions in Sixth Form. 
In addition we run a bi-annual trip to Iceland as 
part of the tectonics course. Here we will study the 
impact of volcanoes, earthquakes and geothermal 
energy. Swanage, Studland Bay and Oxford are all 
locations you can expect to visit in Sixth Form as 
part of your course.

Who teaches it?

Hannah Spencer is Head of Geography. She is an experienced geography teacher who joined  
St Helen’s in April 2015. Outside interests include cycling, pilates and knitting.

Lucy Snowdon has taught at St Helen’s since September 2011 and has great enthusiasm for the 
subject. Having lived abroad for many years and with experience of teaching in a range of schools 
she brings an interesting and very valuable dimension to the department. She is also a black belt in 
tae kwon-do!

Amber Tate joined the department in September 2013 having had experience as Head of Geography 
in another school and teaching a wide range of geography courses and fieldwork. She is a keen 
netball player.

Liz Bedford joined the School in September 2015 as Director of Students. She is a keen geographer 
with particular interest in cold environments. Outside interests include cycling, running and 
mountain climbing.

Rachel Aston joined St Helen’s in 2018. She brings experience of working as Head of Department in 
other schools and in her spare time enjoys time outdoors – skiing, surfing, kayaking and running.
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How is the subject taught?

A-level classes are taught in a style that demands 
collaborative work, discussion, research, questioning  
and independent reading. Students are expected to 
develop their knowledge by reading articles, journals  
and newspapers and the use of iPads in lessons to  
keep themselves informed of the latest events relevant  
to their course and to contribute this to their lessons.  
A flourishing Geography Society involves enthusiasts 
from both year groups and provides an excellent 
opportunity for inviting visiting speakers.

Fieldwork is, of course, essential, allowing the 
investigative aspect of the subject to flourish.  
It takes place on sand dunes and pebble beaches,  
in urban areas, and the spectacular scenery  
of Iceland.

A-level geographers are well informed, numerate, literate, 
have a sense of humour and love a good debate!


